


What do curators do?

Museums and other institutions have curators. Curators select artworks, artifacts, and other 
objects for preservation and presentation. 

There are also temporary curators who work on special exhibits in a museum, gallery, or other 
venue. 

Curators decide how to exhibit artwork so that people can see it easily and it is protected. They 
decide how to interpret it so that the exhibit communicates meaning.

Sometimes one curator does all the jobs. Sometimes there are several curators doing different 
jobs.

Curators must make decisions about each exhibit.  

What are some of those decisions?



• What will all the artworks in 
your exhibit have in common?

• What story do you want your 
exhibit to tell?

• What do you want your 
audience to discover?

• What do you want them to 
think about? 





• Can the artists provide photos? 

• If not, who will take the photos 
of the artwork? When?

• Can you set up a space that is 
free of background distractions 
to take the photos? 

• Should some photos be taken 
outdoors?



• What information will you need 
about each artist or each 
artwork?

• How will you show that the 
artist and artwork represent 
the theme of the exhibit?

• How will you share that 
information?



• How will you let viewers know the 
size of the artwork?

• How will you let them know the 
dimensions?





• How will you get the word out 
about your virtual exhibit?

• Will you use social media like 
Facebook, Pinterest,  Twitter, 
Instagram, or YouTube? 

• Will you create a hashtag#?

• What keywords or phrases do 
you need to use to make your 
virtual exhibit easy to find?



Assessing 
the 
Virtual 
Exhibit

What will be your criteria for success?

How will you know who visited your website?

Will you use analytical software?

How will you know what people think of your exhibit?

Can you ask for comments on social media?

Will you ask the artists what they thought of the 
exhibit? 

Will you ask artists if the exhibit resulted in any sales for 
them?


