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What do curators do?

Museums and other institutions have curators. Curators select artworks, artifacts, and other
objects for preservation and presentation.

There are also temporary curators who work on special exhibits in a museum, gallery, or other
venue.

Sometimes one curator does all the jobs. Sometimes there are several curators doing different
jobs.

Curators must make decisions about each exhibit.

?  What are some of those decisions?




Deciding on an Exhibit: Theme

Exhibit Narrative

Craft Luminaries Of Kentucky: _
Sharing the Stories =

Tradition, Innovation, Economic Development

In Kentucky, creative arts are a vibrant part of everyday life. Musicians and storytellers,
quilters and boat builders, master cooks and gardeners, all the people who take pride in
handmade and homegrown, make up our heritage and play a significant role in our
economy. Early settlers made what they needed for their own household, work, and
entertainment, and traded with their neighbors. Weavers, woodworkers, potters,
glassblowers, metalsmiths. and basketmakers realized that others valued their artist
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What will all the artworks in
your exhibit have in common?

What story do you want your
exhibit to tell?

What do you want your
audience to discover?

What do you want them to
think about?
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Selecting Artists
and Artworks

KENTUCKY CRAFT HISTORY
& EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

* What is the criteria

: Craft Luminary Artists
for selection of the an Home
I ) The "K ky Craft Luminaries: Sharing the Stori xhibit fi .
e "Kentucky Craft Luminaries: Sharing the Stories" exhibit features 21 T T
a rt I Sts O r a rtWO r ks . craft artists, just a sampling of the many that have been interviewed by Craft _L‘.Hflmary .Ehhlblt
KCHEA. Enjoy learning more about this diverse group of talented artists-- Exhibiting Artists
. their inspirations, their craft, and why their contributions to the Kentucky Exhibit Gallery
o ) 2 3 ) Ty
A re y0 U g O I n g t O craft movement are significant. They are each unique and have a special Eshiliat Narrstive

story to share. To view a list of of other Craft Luminaries, click here.

contact artists and Sharing the Stores
Minnie Adkins, Folk Artist - Isonville, Kentucky

- - Programs
I n V I te t h e m t O i ; ' “I love doing my art. I would go on making it even if I

e : W couldn’t sell it. I started making art as toys when I L by once
participate or are O P o oo e e Pop gyms, sting shots, bow s
] : . [ - News & Reports
73 )
YOU gOIng tO have a 3 “(} 3 Blo Resources

Donate

Jurylng prOCESS? » ’ Contact Us

Philis Alvic, Weaver - Lexington, Kentucky

“Weaners are nrohlem solvers. We hike to fiaure




Taking Photos

* Can the artists provide photos?

* If not, who will take the photos
of the artwork? When?

* Can you set up a space that is
free of background distractions
to take the photos?

» Should some photos be taken
outdoors?




Analyzing and Interpreting Art
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* What information will you need
about each artist or each
artwork?

Philis Alvic

“Weavers are problem solvers. We like to figure out things and work

things out. . .. you look at other people’s patterns for ideas but we like Y I | | h h h

fo figure out things and put things together in our own way.” H OW WI yo U S OW t a t t e
artist and artwork represent

Philis Alvice has been putting things together in her own way all her life. t h e t h e m e Of t h e eX h | b |t?

She grew up in Chicago and has lived in Alaska, Florida, and South
Carolina, but she has been an active member of the Kentucky artist

community since 1976. A graduate of the School of the Art Institute of ® H OW Wl | | yo U S h a re t h at

Chicago, Philis has both an artistic and an academic interest in weaving.
She has done extensive research into the Appalachian Crafts Revival of I n f O r m a t I O n 7
the early 1900s. In her book Weavers of the Southern Highlands -
(University Press of Kentuck ), she explains how weaving centers




Media and Dimensions

* How will you let viewers know the
size of the artwork?

* How will you let them know the
dimensions?




Technical Decisions: Web site

* Is there a Web site you can use?

* Who will upload and manage the
materials?

 What can be included?

* Do you have signed permissions
to use the photos you want to
include?

* How will your exhibit be
accessed from the home page?




Publicity: Social Media and the
Internet

* How will you get the word out
about your virtual exhibit?

* Will you use social media like
Facebook, Pinterest, Twitter,
Instagram, orYouTube?

I
Will you create a hashtag#?
Koef“ucky Craft Luminaries: Sharing the Stories l American The Ken!ucky Craft Hls'ory and Education Association is prﬂud to produce: Craft L“minary Exhibit
cion s c ; 1 cou @PNC o Exhibiting Artists ()
‘ : . 3 Kentucky Crat Luminaries: Sharing the Stories Exhibit Narrative
August October

Sharing the Stories

Craft Luminary Exhibit

Home
About KCHEA

Video

Programs n m k r
The exhibit features the artworks and stories of some of the state’s most r Craft Luminary Videos

craft artists including basketry, furniture, weaving, pottery. glass, quilting, wooden folk Foents
art, and stringed instruments. The exhibiting artists are only a sampling of more than

5 ¢ 80 who have been interviewed over the last seven years as part of KCHEA’s Craft News & Reports - L - -
Luminary oral history project. A video presentation with S Resources
More images for craftluminaries# interview ill be presented in conjunction with s 0 D -
onate

Guide for school visits.

Kentucky Craft Luminaries: Sharing the Stories - Facebook @ our ad here » @
ity ace ve |




Assessing
the
Virtual
Exhibit

What will be your criteria for success?

How will you know who visited your website?

Will you use analytical software?

How will you know what people think of your exhibit?

Can you ask for comments on social media?

Will you ask the artists what they thought of the
exhibit?

Will you ask artists if the exhibit resulted in any sales for
them?



